Management of school leavers given a diphtheria and tetanus vaccine intended for children instead of the intended low dose preparation.
In November 1995, 102 school leavers in two North Staffordshire schools were given high dose diphtheria and tetanus vaccine (intended for primary immunisation of children) rather than a preparation with a low dose of diphtheria vaccine intended for adults and adolescents. We describe the management of the incident and the action taken to minimise the risk of such an error being made again. Pupils who had received the high dose vaccine and a control group were surveyed with a self-administered questionnaire. Thirteen children out of 67 given the higher dose diphtheria vaccine consulted their general practitioner and the same number had time off school, compared with none of 25 from a control school. This excess morbidity was probably attributable to the higher dose of diphtheria vaccine.